MOOCS: Could they help?
(Adapted from material drawn from Wikipedia and other sources)
MOOC’s or ‘Massive Online Open Courses’ are sweeping through global education and learning. They began to appear a couple of years ago, as a development of ‘Web Based, Distance Learning’. The numbers are dramatic, over the last couple of years, thousands of courses on offer, involving top UK and international universities, with 5 million registered on courses on courses.
Essentially a MOOC is an online course, offering often free, open and mainly unrestricted access to learning via the web. In addition to traditional course materials such as videos, readings, case studies and problems, MOOCs provide interactive learning via user forums that facilitate a community for learners. Some courses offer Certification of courses.
The Open University recently launched ‘FutureLearn’, to compete with, for example: ‘Coursera’, ‘EdX’ and ‘Udacity’, based in US Universities. Google have teamed up with Stanford University, with MIT and Harvard, via EdX to create a platform for offering learning and learning media.
What’s in for Family Historians, The ‘MOOC Guide’ suggests some general benefits like:

· Access to the expertise in the subject and the best learning institutions
· Accessible anywhere with a connection to the internet.

· Not limited by language or nationality, time zones of national boundaries
· Host of online tools

· It’s informal, with lower or no entry requirements
· Learning from and with peers
So far Family History is not yet well catered for, however, is this the way to go? Should the LFHHS be investing time and effort?  WATCH THIS SPACE! 
Further information:

General information on MOOC’s Those members and others who might fancy authoring Family History courses, might investigate: http://mooc.org/
To sample a range of offerings in Family History, www.coursetalk.com, put ‘Genealogy’ or ‘Family History’ into the search box, some are free others have a small charge.
More information at: 

http://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/distance-learning/moocs-%28massive-open-online-courses%29/
The world’s largest digital catalogue of free education content, via iTunes: https://www.apple.com/uk/education/ipad/itunes-u/  
Family History/Genealogy  courses at:

http://is.byu.edu/site/courses/free.cfm
Advantages and disadvantages of MOOCs at:

http://moocguide.wikispaces.com/2.+Benefits+and+challenges+of+a+MOOC 
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